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Who doesn't Like a Melon Bowl?  

this beautiful arrangement was made by Christine for 

Harvest Festival on the 6th of October 



 

Our Services November 2019  

3rd November 2019  Festival of All Saints 

9.30 am St. Francis  Holy Communion 

11.00 am St Mary’s All Age Eucharist 

4.00 p.m. St Mary’s All Souls Service 
 

10th November 2019 Remembrance Sunday 

St. Francis    Village Hall 11 am 

10.50 am St Mary’s Remembrance Day Service 
 

17th  November 2019 2nd Sunday before Advent 

9.30 am St Francis  Holy Communion 

11.00 am St Mary’s  Matins 
 

24th November 2019 Sunday before Advent (Christ the King) 

9.30 am St Francis  Morning Prayer 

11.00 am St Mary’s  Holy Communion 
 

 

Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge Rev. Paul Watkin  01376 583930 

psgw100@aol.com 

Churchwarden Ann Clarke    01376 514825 

Churchwarden Peter Hope    01376 502605 

Rivenhall Contact Carole McCarthy  01376 512781 

Silver End Contact Ruth Aitken    01376 583846 
 

Rivenhall Website     www.stmarysrivenhall.co.uk 

St Francis Silver End Website  www.st-francis.org.uk/ 

Find More information on our  activities by visiting our Facebook page 

search:-<THE PARISH OF RIVENHALL AND SILVER END> or follow the link 

on our Website (you will need a Facebook account to view this page) 
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Harvest-tide thoughts from your Team Vicar. 

As we hit October once again our minds are probably filled with 

images of Autumn. Leaves falling from trees, changes in the 

weather, and not forgetting that the clocks fall back an hour as 

British Summer Time ends at 2am on Sunday the 27th. So unless 

your clock or other devices automatically adjust between BST and 

GMT each year, don't forget to set them before you go to bed on 

Saturday the 26th – especially if you're planning to come to church 

on the Sunday morning! 

Like so many others our parish celebrates the festival of Harvest in 

early October, and so with Rogation Sunday which was back in May 

now a hazy memory, we acknowledge that we're towards the end of 

the traditional agricultural year. Harvest is the perfect opportunity 

to think about and give thanks for people within the farming 

community, both at home and overseas, who produce the food 

which we enjoy as well as require to live healthy lives. For even 

when we live in or nearby to a rural community it can be easy to 

become so used to having whatever food that we'd like, at almost 

any time of the year that we can almost forget the that much of our 

produce is grown and harvested during particular seasons. 

Harvest is also a time to say thank you for God for so richly blessing 

the Earth with all that we enjoy. God provided us with a wonderful 

world, and which supplies everything we need. You may wish to say 

thank you by bringing Harvest-tide gifts of food along to either of 

the Harvest services at St Francis or St Mary's church on the 6th. 

Tinned, long-life or dry goods are especially welcomed as they 

usually have the longest self life. This year all of our produce will be 

donated to Bramble Count in Witham. A refuge for otherwise 

homeless young people which endeavours to help them find their 

feet once again and move on in life. The young people who live 

there purchase most of their food, along with other things for living 

out of their own budgets. So this additional help is greatly 

appreciated by both the young people and the staff who support 

them alike. So may I say a Big Thank You to everyone now for their 

kind donations which will no doubt be received. 

The 6th October is also the Sunday this year on which we'll be 

holding our ever popular annual Pet and Animal Thanksgiving 

Service. One more at 3pm and held (weather permitting outside) at 

St Francis Church in Silver End. In case anyone isn't aware, the 

reason that it is held at this time of the year, is that is always takes 

place on the Sunday nearest to the 4th October. The feast day of St 

Francis, who as so many people will know is not only the patron 
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saint of one of our beautiful churches, but the patron saint of 

animals as well. What is not always quite so widely known about 

him is that not only did he seem to have an wonderful affinity with 

animal life, but with the natural world as a whole and used 

descriptive ideas such as 'brother sun' and 'sister moon'. It might 

be appropriate to say that St Francis' is one of the first known 

Christian environmentalists, notwithstanding the fact that he lived 

approximately 800 years ago. Indeed the call within the Christian 

tradition to show genuine heartfelt love and care for the world 

which we live in is nothing new. 

Many Christian people look to the lives of the saints for inspiration 

within their own lives, and for those who care deeply about our 

planet, St Francis is probably one of the best to for this. What is 

happening with the Earth's climate is no secret, with the problems 

being caused by global warming having been in the news for years. 

Consistent mean temperature increases across the world of even 

just a few degrees Celsius can cause serious short and long term 

affects to our planet. Changes which in recent history have for the 

most part been caused by human action. This has been brought into 

sharp focus more recently once again, and many people are calling 

on the governments of the world to recognise the extent of the 

problem by listening more closely to the related science, to always 

put the future of our planet before economics, and to act far more 

proactively with regard to environmental issues than ever before. 

This actually also aligns with the 4th and 5th marks of Anglican 

mission which were agreed at Anglican Consultative Council back in 

1984. These are: 4. “To transform unjust structures of society, to 

challenge violence of every kind and pursue peace and 

reconciliation.” and 5. “To strive to safeguard the integrity of 

creation, and sustain and renew the life of the earth.” 

Just last month in mid September a letter was issued by our 

Diocesan Bishop Stephen, urging Christians to take seriously their 

personal responsibility to make a positive difference, and to ask 

what changes or adjustments we can each make in our lives to 

reduce the effects of climate change. I recently read a book written 

by Greta Thunberg. The now 16 year old climate activist who has 

recently prominently made the news. I am not going to go into all 

the things that she has been saying and doing which has brought 

her into the media. For I'm sure that most readers will have already 

heard much about this themselves. But rather, to simply mention 

the title of her aforementioned book: 'No One Is Too Small To Make 

A Difference'. The title rings true. Though we might feel that the 
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individual contributions which we can make are just too small, if 

everyone makes a just a tiny difference, the overall difference can be 

huge. So what can we do?  

Well if we consider what the leading causes of climate change are in 

the world today, we could find out if our home energy supplier 

seriously promotes the use of renewable energy resources? Or if not, 

if there is another which we could use which does? Alongside this, we 

can do our best to make our homes as energy efficient as we possibly 

can. We can ask ourselves how far we could reduce the consumption 

and use of animal products within our daily lives? For these two 

things are almost, if not the most significant differences which we can 

individually make to reduce greenhouse emissions. We can also 

consider our personal use of transport. Are we when possible 

travelling in the most carbon efficient way(s) that we can? And if we 

drive, when the time comes to replace a vehicle (if finances allow) to 

seriously look at one which is more energy efficient. We can 

endeavour to fulfil our other day-to-day environmental responsibilities 

by reducing our use of plastics as much as possible; especially those 

which are single use. And of course ensure that we recycle as much 

as we can. Especially the aforementioned plastics when we do use 

them. For they are a huge environmental pollutant. Another excellent 

way to reduce our environmental impact is by buying second hand as 

much as we can. From clothes to white goods, or by reusing 

containers and packing. Not only can this save us all money, but the 

manufacturing of almost everything has an environmental impact in 

terms of the energy and resources which are used to make it. If we're 

really keen, we could even get involved with groups such as 'Christian 

Climate Action' and lobby our MP regarding government policy 

surrounding these and other relevant issues. 

It is genuinely true that no one is too small to make a difference. But 

whether the difference which we each make is a positive or negative 

one depends on ourselves and to a great degree on the lifestyle 

choices which we make. But I believe that we each owe it to planet 

and it's inhabitants, both for today and the ongoing future to keep 

abreast with what we can do in this regard, to take whatever personal 

action we practically can, and to make a positive difference. Perhaps 

this is a conversation which you could also have with your family or 

friends to find out what they are doing themselves? 

As we celebrate Harvest and the changing seasons once again, let's 

all give thanks to our loving God for all we are given, to celebrate the 

myriad of life which our world offers, and to each ask what we can do 

to continue to safeguard it's future for all. As a final thought, as you 
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may have gathered this is something which I am passionate about 

myself, and so would be delighted to have individual conversations 

about the subject with anyone who would like to. 

With prayers in God's love for you all this Harvest-tide. 

Paul Watkin. 

The 50/50 Club September 2019 winners  

1st Alex Allan      2nd Ann Kerr        3rd Kay Spalding 

************************************** 

 

From the Registers September 2019 

Funerals None 

Baptisms 

8 Sept 2019 Ronnie George Baker 

Weddings 

13 Sept Antony John Babbs—Charlotte Rachel Ward 

 

********************************** 

Collects and Readings October 2019 
6th October  Harvest Festival 16th Sunday after Trinity 

All Age Worship Harvest Festival Service Both Churches 

Readings 

Lamentations 1:1-6 

2 Timothy 1:1-14 

Luke 17:5-10  

Collect 

Creator God, 

you made the goodness of the land, 

the riches of the sea 

and the rhythm of the seasons; 

as we thank you for the harvest, 

may we cherish and respect 

this planet and its peoples, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

13th October 17th Sunday after Trinity 

Holy Communion (Morning Prayer St Francis) 

Readings 

2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c 
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2 Timothy 2:8-15 

Luke 17:11-19   

Collect. 

Gracious God, 

you call us to fullness of life: 

deliver us from unbelief 

and banish our anxieties 

with the liberating love of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

20th October 18th Sunday after Trinity 

Matins (HC St Francis) 

Readings 

Genesis 32:22-31 

2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 

Luke 18:1-8  

Collect 

God, our judge and saviour, 

teach us to be open to your truth 

and to trust in your love, 

that we may live each day 

with confidence in the salvation which is given 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

20th October Deanery Evensong 

6.00pm St Luke's Tiptree 
 

27th October Last Sunday after Trinity 

Holy Communion (MP St Francis)  

Readings  

Genesis 32:22-31 

2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 

Luke 18:1-8  

Collect 

Merciful God, 

teach us to be faithful in change and uncertainty, 

that trusting in your word 

and obeying your will 

we may enter the unfailing joy of Jesus Christ our Lord.. 
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RIVENHALL PARISH COUNCIL 

NOTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD 3rd SEPTEMBER 2019  

AT HENRY DIXON HALL, RIVENHALL END 

(These notes are an abridged version of the minutes) 

Present: Cllrs. Abbott (Chairman), Wright (Vice-Chairman), A’Lee, 

Cairns, Elliott, and Prime. 

Also present: Parish Clerk and 3 members of the public. 

Public Forum 

The following matters were brought to members’ attention: 

Further delays by ECC with the implementation of HGV ‘Low 

Bridge’ warning signs. 

Misuse of the Village Hall car park late at night. 

Matters for discussion 

BDC Local Plan: Technical Section 1 Examination 2019 

After considering all the evidence and representations and the 

discussion at the hearing sessions, the Inspector wrote to the North 

Essex Authorities (NEAs) in June 2018. In his letter the Inspector 

identified those aspects of the Section 1 Local Plan (Garden 

Communities section) and its evidence base which he considered 

required significant further work. In that context the Inspector set 

out options for the NEAs to consider in determining its next steps in 

their Local Plan preparation. Of these options the NEAs chose to 

pause the Examination and carry out further work on the evidence 

base and Sustainability Appraisal, and to bring forward any 

resulting revised strategic proposals, for the Section 1 Local Plan 

examination to consider.  

In December 2018 the Inspector announced a pause in the 

Examination to enable this further work to take place. 

The NEAs are now carrying out a public consultation on the 

Additional Sustainability Appraisal, additional evidence base 

documents and the suggested amendments to the Section 1 Local 

Plan. These are the documents which have been prepared in 

response to the Inspector’s June 2018 letter. The consultation runs 

from 19th August to 30th September 2019.  

After discussion it was agreed that Cllr. A’Lee draft a letter 

outlining the parish council’s concerns relative to this consultation, 

with particular focus on transport. 
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The half-year report 

The Chairman and the Clerk had produced a draft report and it was 

agreed, subject to minor amendments and the inclusion of up to 

date financial figures, that 330 copies be printed ready for 

distribution by councillors before the October meeting. 

CCTV cameras 

Following discussion, it was agreed that the Clerk place an order via 

BDC for the purchase of 2 cameras plus supporting equipment such 

that BDC will retain and maintain them and monitor the footage 

recorded, at locations to be suggested by the parish council. 

Possible provision of a SID speed monitoring sign along Oak Road 

It was unanimously agreed that the Chairman request ECC 

Highways to undertake speed surveys along Oak Road, from the A12 

to the junction of Henry Dixon Road, and along Rickstones Road to 

obtain data to support a possible bid for additional SID speed 

monitoring signs. 

Tarecroft Wood & car park 

A meeting has been arranged between ECC, End to End Nature Care 

and RPC to discuss this autumn’s planned management work in 

Tarecroft Wood. Meeting scheduled for Tuesday 10th September. It is 

hoped to include the question of restricted access at night to this car 

park in response to ongoing reports of alleged drug taking there. 

Highways & PRoW matters 

The A12 maintenance issues have once again been reported to HE for 

action. 

Cllr. Cairns will liaise with the local landowner and the Chairman 

regarding the possible diversion of F/path 49 via Rivenhall Hall Farm 

and the creation of a new F/path along Church Road, north from the 

Church. 

Maintenance 

The maintenance contractor has replaced a dozen posts surrounding 

the large Village Green and BDC has been invoiced for the 60% 

agreed reimbursement. 

Planning Applications 

19/01434/DAC: Land south of Rickstones Road – Application for 

approval of details reserved by conditions 5 & 9 of approved 

application 18/00947/OUT. 
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BDC Planning has had to be informed again that this site is wholly 

within Rivenhall Parish (not in Witham) and that all planning 

applications for this site and any others in Rivenhall should be listed 

so that councillors and residents can find them via the on-line system 

listed with an accurate Rivenhall address. BDC confirm this will be 

dealt with. 

Following discussion it was agreed that the council strongly object to 

this application as follows: 

 Bellway gave assurances at a recent meeting with the 

parish council, following BDC giving approval for their 

original outline planning application, that there would be 

no access to this site other than that agreed - via 

Rickstones Road. 

 The use of Rectory Lane for HGV access is totally 
inappropriate in that this lane is both a Protected Lane 
and is now officially recognised as having ‘Quiet Lane’ 
status, therefore, not being suitable for use by HGVs. 

 That the exit from Rectory Lane on to Rickstones Road is 
very dangerous with a bend and blind junction. 

 The installation of the suggested buildings for the site 
compound would seriously impinge on the outlook from 
the residential properties situated along Rectory Lane. 

19/01462/OUT: Land east of Church Road - Up to 8 dwellings, etc. 

Following discussion it was agreed that objections be expressed to 

this application as follows: 

 This site was initially part of the original larger site 

rejected at the original BDC ‘call for sites’ for the Draft 

Local Plan. 

 The proposed development consists of ‘high-end’ 

dwellings with no provision for local affordable homes. 

 The land in question is considered to be good quality 

agricultural land. 

 This proposed development would result in the loss of the 

roadside hedge and would have an adverse effect on the 

views across the Rivenhall Brook valley from the dwellings 

along Beech Road and from the central Rivenhall Village 

Green 

Ongoing Planning Issues 
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Colemans Quarry 

Application ESS/53/19/BTE/PRE – Proposed quarry extension 

pre-application submission. 

After discussion it was agreed to object to this application for the 

following reasons: 

It is not acceptable to further expand operational activities that 

include batching facilities and the importation of waste materials; 

Concerns are raised in connection with the proposed extension area 

which would be within, or very close to, the route of the proposed 

A12 improvements which are already subject to years of delay. In 

particular it was questioned as to how a new route for the A12 

could be built over a quarry void backfilled with waste material; 

The adverse impact upon the River Blackwater catchment area; 

The increased number of HGV movements to and from the site via 

Little Braxted Lane and the junction on the A12 slip road at 

Colemans Interchange;  

The increased number of operational years beyond those already 

agreed. 

Braintree Local Highways Panel 

The next meeting is scheduled for 25th September 2019 at 

Causeway House. 

Correspondence 

ECC has confirmed the order prohibiting vehicles from making a left 

hand turn from Colemans Quarry into Little Braxted Lane – the 

order came into operation on 19th August 2019. 

The Green & Independent Group on BDC invited all parish councils 

to a Town & Parish Summit on Thursday 19th September at Gosfield 

Village Hall. The purpose of the Summit is to consider the emerging 

BDC Local Plan. 

A site meeting on Friday 6th September had been arranged to 

discuss the possible provision of new connecting footpaths linking 

the Village Hall car park with both the Albert Moss car park and also 

the playing field via the back of the basketball court. Both to be 

wheelchair access standard. Members agreed in principle to 

contribute financially on a shared funding basis with BDC and the 

RPFA and will consider this further at the October meeting. 

Information exchange and items for the October agenda 
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 Was the recent straw bale fire caused by arson activity? 

 Informal joint working between parish councils – the 

first meeting is scheduled towards the end of 

September. 

Ten minute public feedback 

Damage to the Quiet Lane sign at Rectory Lane will again be 

reported to ECC. 

Could speed restriction measures be installed along Rickstones 

Road ? 

The council’s notice board outside the Village Hall requires 

repainting. 

Dates of future meetings 

Tuesdays 1st October and 5th November in Rivenhall Village Hall, 

both starting at 8pm. 

 

**************************************** 

Sedgwick Christmas Puddin 

This recipe was given to me in the early 90’s by the chefs at 

Sedgwick.  It is the best pudding I have ever tasted, not dark like 

some.  Make in October so it can mature by Christmas. 

Makes one 2 pint, or two 1 pint puddings. 

• 4 oz shredded Suet 

• Half teaspoon Mixed Spice 

• Quarter teaspoon Nutmeg 

• Quarter teaspoon Cinnamon 

• 2 oz plain flour and 1 heaped teaspoon baking powder,    

OR 

• 2 oz self raising flour 

• 4 oz white breadcrumbs 

• 4 oz sultanas 

• 4 oz raisins 

• 10 oz currants 

• 1 oz chopped almonds  ( I use Ground) 

• 1 oz mixed peel or 1 oz chopped glace cherries 
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 • Grated juice and rind of half orange and half lemon 

• 1 small eating apple finely chopped 

• 2 medium eggs 

• 2 fl oz stout, ie Guiness  

• 3 fl oz port 

• 2 tablespoons rum 

Mix all dry ingredients, add peel, juice, eggs and alcohol.  Mix all 

ingredients well and cover bowl with cling film or equivalent and 

leave overnight. 

Lightly grease pudding basin(s) and pack the mixture almost to the 

top.  Cover with greaseproof and tie on securely.  Should be a rim 

on the bsin to make this easier. 

Steam the pudding very gently for approx. 8 hours.  Keep checking 

the water. 

Leave to cool.  The puddings can be wrapped and stored until 

needed. 

Reheat by steaming for 2 hours. 

 

********************************* 

Sky Notes October 2019 

Through October the tilt of the northern hemisphere away from the 

Sun is increasingly noticeable with the Sun getting lower in the sky 

each day and the length of daylight reducing.  

After a generally very summer-like September, Autumn is definitely 

with us. British Summer Time ends on the Sunday 27th October 

with the clocks going back an hour at 2 am. 

Full Moon this month is in the late evening of the 13th with the 

Moon beaming down from an altitude of over 40 degrees when due 

South. 

Both Jupiter and Saturn are now evening objects visible for a few 

hours after sunset. On the 3rd there will be a nice pairing of Jupiter 

and the young Moon in the South West as twilight deepens.  

An even better pairing occurs on 5th October, best seen around 9 

pm when the first quarter Moon will be only about 1 degree below 

Saturn. A good pair of binoculars should reveal both the features of 
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the Moon and the ringed nature of Saturn in the same field of view. 

The other bright planets are too close to the Sun to be readily seen 

during October. 

The ‘ice giant’ planet Uranus reaches its best for the year on the 

28th. From more remote locations with very dark skies Uranus can 

just be seen with the unaided eye but from the UK, binoculars are 

usually needed to see it. Websites such as Sky & Telescope and 

Astronomy Now have finder charts. 

Uranus was officially discovered in 1781 but had in fact been 

observed and recorded many times by astronomers prior to the 

realisation it was a planet in the 1780s. This was because in the 

era before telescopes, as it is so distant, Uranus could only ever be 

seen as appearing like a star and it moved very slowly on the sky 

unlike the known planets. Even when Sir William Herschel 

announced its discovery in March 1781, he was convinced it was a 

comet. He could see through his telescope its movement from 

night to night, and that it was not a star, but it just looked like a 

hazy dot. It was not until 2 years later, after others had observed it 

and calculated its orbit, that all concerned, including Herschel, 

accepted that it was a newly discovered planet – the first to be 

confirmed beyond the edge of the “Classical” Solar System that 

prior to that extended as far as Saturn. 

The Orionid meteors peak on the night of October 21st/22nd and 

will be best seen around midnight in the hour before the Moon 

rises. The Orionids are the dusty debris left behind in its orbit by 

Halley’s Comet. They are particularly fast meteors, entering our 

atmosphere with a velocity of 41 miles per second. The meteors 

appear to radiate from the Eastern sky, from just to the left of the 

familiar shape of the constellation of Orion as it rises  

Once again this month the Moon lingers in the late evening skies 

after Full Moon such that it will be the last week of the October that 

sees the best dark skies for star gazing. Along with Orion rising 

clear of the Eastern horizon before midnight another ‘winter’ 

constellation coming into view then is Gemini, to left of Orion with 

its brighter stars marking out an oblong box shape parallel to the 

horizon.  

Sky Watcher 
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Scottish Country Dancing 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

Commencing 9th JANUARY , 7.30 -10pm EVERY OTHER MONDAY  (EG 

9TH/23RD JAN 6TH/20TH FEB 6TH/20TH MARCH 3RD/17TH/31ST APR 

Great for fitness and a good laugh too! 

Call Sue on 01206 303338 
 

Rivenhall Carpet Bowls 

Rivenhall Village Hall Every Thursday 7.30pm – 10pm 

Come along for an evening of fun with this friendly club. 
 

The Ark 

It's Open House at Rivenhall Village Hall 

Meets most Saturdays 2pm - 4pm (see calendar for exceptions) 

Come along with friends for Tea, Coffee & Cake 

Have fun with Arts, Crafts & Puzzles 

Meet new friends, all ages welcome 

Sponsored by the Seventh Day Adventist Church 

Tel: 07538 599584 or email info@rivenhallark.co.uk 
 

Coffee Morning 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

Every Friday 9am – 12 noon 

Tea, coffee, cake and a chat with friends 
 

Table Tennis 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

2nd &4th Monday of the Month 

1.30 pm – 4.30pm, Entry £3 

Membership of Witham and Braintree U3A required £15 pa 

visit the Witham and Braintree U3A website or for 

further information please 

call Ken Hazell 01621 892417  
or email ken_hazell@icloud.com or visit the table tennis page on the 

village hall website www.rivenhallvillagehall.co.uk 

Bingo! 

Saturdays 7.30pm - 9.30pm 

Rivenhall Village Hall,  

Entry £1 

Everyone Welcome 

Call Jack on 01376 514255 

Riventots Pre-school 
Rivenhall Village Hall (Term Time) 

Monday – Thursday 8.30am – 

3.30 p.m (Mon 9.15–1.30) 

Lunch if required 12 noon – 1pm 

Call Ruth on 078 111 04813  

or email r.clary@tiscali.co.uk 

 

mailto:r.clary@tiscali.co.uk
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Philip Little 

Property Maintenance Magician 
 

Local service at local prices 

Knowledgeable and friendly 
 

07973 129808 or 01376 515257 
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Beautiful Rooms For Rent In 

Witham & Braintree 
We have 4 Lovely houses  

2 in Witham—2 in Braintree 

With and Without en-suites 

£90—£130 per Week  

(All inclusive of Rates, Light, Heat, and with 

Broadband) 

See our Website:- www.jbwpartners.co.uk 

Or Call 

John      Mavis   Michelle 
07850 161629       07714 579783       07966 323914 

G. COLLINS & SONS 
Funeral Directors Ltd 

An Independent Family  
Company Established 1893 

01376 583750 

GCSFD.CO UK 
ENQUIRIES@GCSFD.CO UK 
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HELP WITH 

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 

RICHARDS 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

01376 513114 

78 Newland Street, Witham, CM8 1AH  

From advice on how to register a death to making all the 

arrangements, we’re here 24 hours a day.  
 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 

A British Owned Company www.dignityfuneral.co.uk 
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REYNOLDS 

CARPENTRY SERVICES 

For all Carpentry, Joinery 

& Cabinet Making Requirements 
 

CSCS Registered 

30 Years Experience 

4 Years Apprenticeship 

City & Guilds and 

Advanced City & Guilds Qualified 

Free estimates – No obligation 

All building work considered 

Can also make items to order  

also 

'curtain poles, tiling, flat packs, 

kitchens, doors, sheds etc, no jobs 

too small' 
 

Contact 

07889 110962  

Answer phone at other times 

SpeedyBroadband.co.uk 

 Sick Computers my 
Speciality 
 

• Home Networking Problems 
Sorted Out 

• Computer Viruses Removed 

• Operating System Upgrades 

• Upgrade to Windows 10 

 

FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY AND 
QUOTATION CONTACT  

Peter Hope  

peterhope@speedybroadband.co.uk 

Tel: 01376 502605  

Mob: 07904 235101 

Website 

www.speedybroadband.co.uk 

Is your PC feeling poorly? Has it caught a virus? 

Suffering from memory loss exhaustion 

For all your  C ailments including  

+ Virus Prevention, Detection & removal 

+ Broadband, Wireless & Firewall Set-up 

+ Internet / Email Set-up & Security  

+ Hardware Repairs and Upgrades 

+ Software Faults and Crashes 

+ Backup Solutions and Data Recovery 

+ Web Design & Computer Training 

+ Software Installation & Removal 

+ Hardware & Software Supplied 
 

     t e P   octor 

Te   01 21  910     0  0 2    01  
Mob 0 990        

E      
 c  oc  c octoro er t o s co  k 

S r ery T  es       to          ys    eek 
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Janet C Davies 
Dip. F.D. M.B.I.F.D 

BRAINTREE & KELEVEDON’S LADY FUNERAL 

DIRECTOR 

Offering a full and Comprehensive Funeral Service 
 

Telephone 01376 339300 

For a Personal and Caring 24 hour service 
Local Chapel of Rest at Fern House 72 Coggeshall Road Braintree and 

Victoria House, Trews Gardens, Kelvedon 

Funerals are arranged and carried out in the Traditional Manner but 

With ‘The Gentle Touch’ 
 

Pre payment Plans available—Floral Tributes arranges—Woodland Burials 

Bereavement Care—Low Cost Simplicity Funerals - Memorials—Printing 

Catering—DWP Funerals 

Part of the Hunnaball Family Group 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 
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Feering Flower Club   
 

Do you love flowers? 

Why not come along and join us for one of our meetings held on the 

3rd Tuesday of each month at Feering Community Centre 7pm for 

7.30pm 

Entry non-members £7 members £4.50 
 

 Watch a demonstrator 

 Friendly chat and exchange ideas 

 Sale Table 

 Refreshments 
 

For more information contact 

Sue Banting 01376 571050 

Pat Clark 01376 512418 

www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk 

http://www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk
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DAVE’S  LUMBING 

SERVICES 

Taps, Radiators, 

 

Bathroom Suites & 

 

General  lumbing 

 

Tel  01376 501577 

Mobile  07973 306693 

CROWN REDUCTION  FELLING  TO  ING  

HEDGE TRIMMING  ALL GARDEN WORK  

STUM  GRINDING 

For a quick, tidy and friendly service call  

Tel  01621 892831 

7 DAYS A WEEK EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLEFULLY INSURED 

Surgery Opening hours 

Monday to Saturday for appointments 

 CARING FOR THE PETS OF WITHAM AND 

THE SURROUNDING AREA FOR 25 YEARS  

SPECIAL O.A.P. SURGERY THURSDAYS  

CAT ONLY CLINIC WEDNESDAYS  

Late night surgery Wednesday till 8pm 

62 Braintree Rd Witham 

 Tel: 01376 500038 

www.brookendvets.co.uk 
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Turning the pages of History 

Research by Tracy Scott 

In October 1907 Mr. Ephraim Shelley, a carman of Rivenhall and 

Mr. Albert Succamore were working together carting manure to a 

fields in Rivenhall-road.  They put one load on each field, they were 

driving back for another, when Mr. Francis Wilmot of Rivenhall 

Rectory, who was cycling along the road, notice Shelley hanging 

over the side of his tumbrel (two wheel dung-cart).  Mr. Wilmot 

called out to Succamore, who was a short distance in front, and 

they went to his assistance, but they found that he was beyond 

human aid.  His life being quite extinct.  Mr. Shelley appeared to be 

in his usual health earlier and had a breakfast about an hour 

before.  Death was due to heart disease and was 59 years of age.  

He worked for his brother Mr. Uriah Shelley, coal merchant. 

Keeping on the subject of the Shelley family but going forward a 

few years to October 1932 where a road accident is reported.  

Mr. Uriah Shelley, aged 74 and a well-known farmer of Bowers Hall, 

Rivenhall, was knocked down at night by a motor cycle driven by 

Mr. John Hume, of 4 Oak Road, Rivenhall while walking along 

Western Road with Mr. Henry Laver, of Kelvedon.  The motor cycle 

approached from their rear.  Mr. Shelley sustained a badly cut 

head, broken nose and other injuries and was attended by Dr. 

Gordon and was taken home.  Mr. Hume was slightly injured his leg 

and right arm. 

This month we will finish in 1914 and the village was congratulated 

upon its patriotism!  No recruiting meeting had been held in the 

parish.  With a population of about 600, Rivenhall had in the month 

of October that year had fifty men serving in the Army and Navy.   

On the inside of the parish Church door a display of their names 

and services were recorded.   

******************************************* 

Jack Dakin’s First Day at Primary School. 

It was a day that I had been dreading for the last 5 years.  Jack 

starting big school.  5 years ago I was so pleased I had make it to 

September before having my last baby. I had planned it that way 

so I could have as much pre school time with my last little one. 

Monday 8Th September 2014 Jack was born.  I can safely say, Jack 

and I had so much fun pre-school days together. Our little weekly 

routine of lots of toddler groups, swimming, feeding the ducks, 
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going on the bus. Then trips to the zoo and other fun day trips out. 

He went to playschool at Riventots 2 afternoons a week.  It was a 

real struggle to get him settled and it took a long time, but with the 

help of the lovely ladies at Riventots he got to like going and it really 

built his confidence.  Now my youngest of 4 was going to be starting 

big school.  It was hard the other 3 times too but this time was way 

harder. Not only was he my last child to start school but Jack had 

additional needs and medical needs.  What am I going to do all day 

without my little buddy by my side? We had worked hard with 

Riventots and Rivenhall Primary school to make Jacks transition go as 

smoothly as possible. The day arrived and Jack got up and was very 

excited to be putting on his school uniform like his big brother 

Charlie.  I was so emotional but was trying to hide my tears. Jack’s 

Daddy (Neale) and his big sisters Bethany and Emma and  myself all 

walked Jack and Charlie down the road to school.  Everyone was 

looking so smart in their new uniforms. When we got to the school 

gate, Jack’s teacher Miss Ramsey, and Jack’s school helper were 

there to greet Jack and his new class friends. A big kiss for Mummy, 

Daddy and big sisters then it was time to go and shine. Charlie did his 

big brother duties and took Jack’s hand and led him into the 

classroom. No tears from Jack just big smiles. The new parents were 

all invited into school for a ‘tears and tissues’ coffee morning which 

was a lovely idea. We got regular update on how the children were 

settling.  All that worrying I did about him starting school and he is as 

happy as can be.  We are now a week in and Jack is loving his new 

school.  Thank you so much to Miss Ramsey Jack’s class teacher, and 

Mrs More the head teacher at Rivenhall Primary for helping Jack have 

a really positive start to school.   

Karen Dakin (See picture on inside cover) 

**************************************** 

RIVENHALL GARDENING CLUB 

The Club held their Annual Show in Rivenhall village hall on 

Saturday 7th September 2019. A rather disappointing number of 

visitors attended to view a good show of flowers, produce, 

handicraft, art and cookery. Homemade refreshments were enjoyed 

and there was a raffle. The accredited judges were Mr. Ash Hofert 

( R.H.S Horticulture) and Mrs Sarah Adlam ( W.l Cookery). Mrs 

Sogra Newman judged Art, Photography and Handicraft. President, 

Mrs Joan Cain, presented the following awards: 
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Brian Trench Cup Best in Show – Vegetables 

Top Tray Don Scott  

Mary Lyons Lloyd Cup 

Annual Flower Trophy Best in Show – Flowers 

David McCarthy Memorial Salver Sidney Gurton Cup 

Don Scott Don Scott 
 

Rivenhall Onion Trophy Best in Show – Cookery 

RI-1S Banksian Medal Karen Dakin Pear Trophy 

Heaviest Onion Artwork 

Frank Ramsden Joan Cain 
 

Park House Cup Junior Handicraft 11 to 15 years 

Cain Cup Emma Hopegood 

Top Vase Up to 10 years 

Cyril Philpott Charlie Dakin 
 

Lilian Pearce Rose Bowl RGC Garden News Shield 

Floral Cup Jackie Allen Susan Donnell 
 

OTHER AWARDS PRESENTED (for points gained throughout the year) 

RGC Horticultural Cup Don Scott Homecraft Cup  Clare Knight 

Vera Foster Trophy Cyril Philpott Photography  Jenny Claydon 

Domestic Evng. Vase Karen Dakin Floral Cup Award  Susan Donnell  

Pamela Brice Ladies Trophy Susan Donnell 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to a very enjoyable 

afternoon and thank you to those people who visited and supported 

the Show. Why not make a note in your diary for 2020, when the 

Show will be held on Saturday 5th September. RIVENHALL  

GARDENING CLUB 

The Club met in Rivenhall village hall for their monthly meeting on 

loth September 2019. Chairman, Mrs Tracy Scott, welcomed 

members and introduced Jackie Allen, our speaker for the evening. 

In 2015 Jackie and friend Jane visited the Grand Canyon reaching 

their destination after a road trip of some 1,230 miles. Their 

journey started in the impressive Rocky Mountains where many of 

the peaks are over 14,000ft high. Boulder, Colorado is 5,430ft 
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above sea level and boasts some impressive lakes. The Colorado 

river is 1,450 miles long and home to eleven U.S National Parks but 

has been so extensively dammed for irrigation and hydro electricity 

that the last 100 miles of the river has almost dried up and hasn't 

reached the sea for many years. There have been signs of human 

activity in the river basin for some 8,000 years but the first 

Europeans to enter the basin were 16C Spanish explorers. On to 

Arches Park and Mesa Verde where ancient peoples lived in stone 

huts and later cliff dwellings, eventually moving to North Arizona 

and New Mexico to become ancestors of todays Hopi people. Last 

stop, the Grand Canyon, some 200m to 2billion years old, 10 miles 

wide, 1 mile deep and 277 miles long and well over a mile above 

sea level, awe inspiring photos. Jackie and Jane had decided it 

would be very hot and went prepared but as photos testified, on 

many days it rained! Some luxury at the end of the holiday but a 

good `trekking' evening. 

COMPETITION RESULTS  

Horticultural ( those special pumpkins!) 

1st Clare Knight 2nd Frank Ramsden 3rd Cyril Philpott 

Domestic 

1st Shirley Bacon 2nd Maurice Bacon 3rd Clare Knight 

 

Flower of the Month 

1st Cyril Philpott 2nd Don Scott 3rd Clare Knight 

The Club's next monthly meeting is the Annual General Meeting on 

Tuesday 8th October, 7.30pm in Rivenhall village hall. 

Competitions are: Horticultural — any vegetable. Domestic — 3 

Butterfly cakes. Flower of the Month. At the conclusion of business 

light refreshments, prepared by the Committee, will be served. This 

is an open meeting and your chance to get to know about the Club. 

All are welcome. There will be a raffle and entrance is free. For 

further details contact the Club Secretary on 01376 512781. 

******************************************* 

End to End Nature Care. 

Despite the continuing mild, albeit occasionally wet, weather conditions 

the increasing number of brown leaves on the ground and the 

darkening evenings indicate the inevitable onset of the autumn. For 

the local naturalist this provides innumerable avenues of interest, such 
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as the migration of birds: summer departures (as usual our house 

martins set off at the end of August); winter arrivals; passage 

migrants who simply pass through our area on the way between 

their summer and winter residences; and even the occasional 

vagrant, perhaps blown off course by an unusual weather system 

or whose navigation had gone awry (I recently saw just such a 

bird, a Pectoral Sandpiper, at Minsmere in Suffolk).  

Autumn is also the season when many plants, both wild and 

cultivated, produce their seeds and fruit. The classification of 

different types of fruit is fascinating. The term “fruit” refers to the 

tissue (termed the pericarp) which develops from the ovary around 

a pollinated seed or seeds and therefore includes even those 

structures where the pericarp is dry, such as nuts and bean pods. 

Within the fleshy fruits are: drupes, where a single seed is 

surrounded by a hard “endocarp” and then the fleshy outer later, 

e.g. plums and olives; pomes, where multiple seeds are surrounded 

by the fleshy pericarp, e.g . apples; berries, where multiple fruits 

are enclosed by a juicy pericarp; hesperidia, with a sectioned 

pericarp, leathery skin and multiple seeds, e.g. citrus fruit; and 

pepos, hard-skinned modified berries without a sectioned pericarp, 

e.g. pumpkins and cucumbers.  

Nuts are just one among many types of dry seeds and are of 

course much beloved of squirrels, though they will also eat other 

dry seeds such as those gleaned from conifer cones and also buds 

and bark in the spring and summer when few seeds are available. I 

have enjoyed watching grey squirrels burying nuts in my garden 

this autumn, as they have done for several years judging by the 

number of walnut sapling which spring up each year despite there 

being no walnut trees in the immediate vicinity. They are thought 

to relocate their buried nuts by smell rather than from memory and 

although they no doubt provide a valued food reserve during the 

barren periods, the evidence of my garden suggests that several 

are left unretrieved. This does, of course, have the benefit to both 

squirrel and walnut of helping the tree to spread its population.  

As we all know, the grey squirrel is an introduced species and, 

particularly during the 20th century, was instrumental in the demise 

of the native red squirrel. In Essex the grey tended to spread from 

the southwest to the northeast, with remnant populations of reds 

surviving in Epping Forest and parts of Tendring up until the 1950s. 

Since then any reds in the county have been releases. Several of 

the Essex island remained largely uncolonised by greys though and 
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this recently prompted a concerted effort in Mersea Island to 

reintroduce reds. The project had been quite a success and proved 

popular with locals, many of whom provide feeders for the red 

squirrels and report sightings online. They also maintain vigilance 

for greys which sometimes tray onto the island, either accessing 

across the Strood causeway or even swimming across.  

As for Group activities, we have our annual science and nature quiz 

on Wednesday 16th October and a photography evening on 

Wednesday 20th November. They are held at the Silver End Bowls 

Club pavilion, Broadway CM8 3RF and there is a charge of £2 per 

head which includes tea and biscuits. To find out more then please 

check our website www.e2e.silverend.org or ring Simon on 01621 

810141 or 07947 388180. 

******************************************* 

Autumn and winter nights – create the illusion of occupancy 

Upon walking down the road and with the darker nights now it is 

easy to spot that empty house; there is a line of houses, lights 

within and signs of occupancy. In the middle of these houses is a 

similar house but this one is in darkness with no signs of 

occupancy, easy to spot the empty house and chances are the 

burglar will too. At this time of year an increased number of house 

burglaries occur between dusk and when you get home. You don’t 

have to be a magician to create the illusion of occupancy and it 

may help protect your house. 

Become an illusionist and make your home appear occupied even 

when you are out. Simple things like lights on timers in rooms that 

you would normally occupy whilst in and a TV simulator for the 

evenings, you can now even get a timer that fits over your light 

switches (search on the internet for light switch timer) and door 

bells you can monitor and answer remotely via your mobile phone. 

During the day leave a radio on, boots outside the back door, 

vacuum cleaner out with the lead going out of sight (not plugged in 

though), newspaper over the arm of the chair with a drink on the 

table and a pair of spectacles, the list goes on. Don’t leave garden 

tools out in the garden though or you may find the burglar uses 

them. Lock tools securely away in a secure shed or garage; use a 

shed alarm these can also be remotely monitored too. 

Stephen Armson-Smith 

030919 

http://www.e2e.silverend.org
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Crafty Crew 

Halloween craft and fun 

By “somethings missing” 

Tuesday 29th October 

Rivenhall village hall 

For school children school yr 3-yr 8 

Halloween stain glass windows 

Scratch art 

Fun and games 

Free certificate and spooky treat 

All this for  

seven spooky pounds per head 

The shoe boxes for the Samaritans Purse Shoe Box appeal 

should be presented  

in church At the 11.00 am Family Service at St Mary’s on 

3rd November or at St Francis at 9.30 am 

Boxes can be submitted any time prior to this date 

If you need instruction for the box content contact Clare 

Hope 01376 502605 or go to the Website  

www.samaritans-purse.org.uk. 

You can also deliver shoe boxes to any mem-

bers of the church 

http://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk
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Events in the Build up to Christmas! 2019 Rivenhall 

3rd Dec Carols at Rivenhall Oaks Golf Club 7.30 pm  

TBC 

6th Dec 11 am to 

8 pm 

Santa’s Grotto in the Village Hall 

£3.50 for children inc. gift £1 adults 

8th Dec Service of Nine Lessons and Carols St. 

Mary’s 11.00 am 

11th Dec “Parish Get-together” Henry Dixon Hall 

7.30 pm 

17th Dec Carols on the Village Green 7.30 pm 

24th  Dec Crib Service St. Francis 3 pm Crib Service 

St. Mary’s  4.30 pm Midnight Mass St 

Mary’s 11.30 pm 

25th Dec Christmas Lunch in Village Hall for those 

who are on their own 

5th Jan 2019 Epiphany and Christingle Service St Mary’s 

11 am 

  

THE 2019 FAMOUS RIVENHALL RACES 

  

 Now in its seventeenth glorious year, the Famous Rivenhall Races will 
be held in Rivenhall Village Hall on Saturday 26th October.  Profits 
from this popular evening help fund various charitable activities 
throughout the village including the senior citizens gifts, Santa’s Mu-
sical Sleigh, carol singing round the tree on the green with the 
Chelmsford Silver band followed by the TOTALLY FREE Christmas 
get-together in the village hall. 

Tickets are £10.00 and can be purchased from Bob Turner, Jack 
Prime and Lilian Pearce (Rivenhall Millennium Committee). 

Free fish & chip / chicken & chip / sausage & chip supper included.  
Raffle.  Bring your own drinks and glasses. 

Doors open at 7:30 pm and the races start at 8:00 pm prompt. 



29 

Press Release Witham Choral Advent with Witham Choral 

Witham Choral’s next performance, accompanied by members of 

the Colchester Bach Orchestra, will be at 7.30 p.m. on Saturday 30 

November at Witham United Reformed Church. It will have an 

advent theme and will include Part One of Handel’s wonderful 

piece, Messiah, a real favourite among choral singers and 

audiences alike. The famous Hallelujah Chorus will be an added 

extra. Bach’s Cantata No. 61 is also on the programme as well as 

the famous Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring.  

And there will be another treat! “Some of you may remember 

Handel’s Eternal Source of Light Divine from Harry and Meghan’s 

wedding,” mentioned Chairman, Stephen Northfield. “A magnificent 

work and we are lucky enough to have both an accomplished 

mezzo-soprano soloist and a splendid trumpeter lined up to 

perform it for us. Certainly something to look forward to!” 

Tickets are £12 or £5 for those in full-time education and are 

available from choir members, from 01245 380958, from Witham 

Tourist Information Centre on 01376 520627or on the door. 

 

For more details visit Witham Choral website 

www.withamchoralsociety.org.uk 

http://www.withamchoralsociety.org.uk
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Forthcoming Church Events: 

 

6thOctober Harvest Festival Services 

9.30 a.m. St Francis & 11.00 a.m. St Mary's 

Pet Service 

3.00 p.m. St Francis Silver End 

7th October Harvest Supper 

7.30 p.m. Henry Dixon Hall  

All are Welcome 

Contact Clare on 502605 Tickets £5  

Commemoration of All Soul’s  

All are invited  

to a Candle lit service of  

Remembrance 
To be held on  

Sunday 3rd November at 4.30 p.m.  

at St Mary’s Church Rivenhall 

 

A service for all   

especially those  who have lost a loved one 

Names will be read out &  candles lit as an act of 

remembrance 
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Organisations in Rivenhall 
 

Clerk to Parish Council Keith Taylor  516975 

Email parishclerk@rivenhallparishcouncil.net meets every first Tuesday 

Age Concern (Witham area) Margaret Prime 514255 

End to End Nature Care Simon Taylor 01621 810141  

Gardening Club Carole McCarthy 512781 

Meets on 2nd Tuesday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Carpet Bowls Mick Marshall 512836 

Meets every Thursday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Playing Fields Association Mick Marshall 01376 512836 

Spread Your Wings Dance Acam Laura Pearson 01376 741317  
 

Facilities 

Hire of Village Hall Pauline Marshall 01376 512836 

Or email rivenhallvillagehall@gmail.com  

Hire of Henry Dixon Hall Tracy Scott 571551 

Mobile Library Mon 14th October Beech Road 9.20 to 9.50. a.m. 

Oak Store Rivenhall “Open All Hour” Tel AJ 01376 619395 

Organisations in Silver End 
Clerk to Parish Council Mrs B. M. Temple 618464 

Email parishclerk@silverendparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Bowls Club Paul Mann 07551 006906 

Children’s Centre Faye Savage 587960 

Neighbourhood Police Braintree Policing Dial 101 

Congregational Church Sharon Gray 583913 

Friendship Club Ruth Aitkin 583846 

Silver End Gad Abouts Denise Sullens Smith 583055 

Gardening Club Liz Woor 585586 

Guiding Group Carol Hutchings 07857 663959 

Neighbourhood Watch Judy Hill 07896 975839 

Scouting Group Denise Sullens Smith 583055 

St Mary’s Church (R.C.) Vivian Phillips 583598 

Tennis Club Jason Cairns 584581 

Workers Educational Assoc. Brian Gillion 583706 

Luncheon Club  Helen Thomson 583255 

Doctors Surgery   583387 

Silver End Heritage Society Jackie Nesbitt sec 585702 

Silver End United Football Club Mark Edgell  01376 584639 

Web Site www.silverendunitedfc.co.uk 

Women’s Institute  Brenda Warnes 07931 548193 

Community Warden Jackie Windard 07785 515526 

Post Office in Co-op - please note that  it closes at Lunchtime 1-2pm 

Closes 1 pm Wednesday and 12.30 pm Saturday  

Library: Tues & Thurs - 2pm to 6pm  Saturday 9am to 1pm 



For the first time since Rev. Paul started the Pet Service at St 

Francis in 2011 we were forced inside by the Weather! The dogs 

didn’t seem to mind  

Baby Jesus and the Donkey See 

Ann’s Article in the Magazine 




